22                                                   SELECTED BRONZES IN THE HYDERABAD MUSEUM

S.No. Museum Provenance          Size                             Description

No.

THREE   BIG   TEMPLE   BELLS
100.    P. 5325           Kulpak,         11"  H.         Three bronze bells were found in the bed of the river,
Nalgonda Dist.    10.5" Dia.        near Kulpak, Warangal  Dist.   One of them is inscri-
bed in old Kanarese,   Telugu (Hala  Kannada) script
similar to Western Chalukya. It reads as:-
"Svasti srimatu   Kandappa   Nayakaru    Kollipakeya
Sakkaresvarada Somesvara Devarige Kottipuja"
Description :-
Bottom bell shape.
Middle Visvapadma.
Centre row of beads.
Sikhara cubical with figures of Brahma,
Ganesa, Vishnu & Siva-
Brahma : Kundika and Akshamala in upper hands;
lower hands in Anjali suggesting that he
is worshipping the main god, who is Siva
as Somesvara. Simhamukha clasp on
Prabha.
Ganesa: Axe and noose in upper hands; broken
tusk and wood apple (Kapitha) in the
lower hands.
Vishnu: With lower hands folded in Anjali as
though worshipping Somesvara; upper
hands, conch and discus; Simhamukha
design on top of Prabhlvali as in Brah-
ml's figure.
Siva as Seated. Lower right hand in Abhaya,
Sornesvara: lower left hand holding Sri Phala, upper
right hand holding trident, upper left
holding Khatvanga; Jatamakuta, Prabha,
two stranded Yajnopavita, and a waist
girdle are the decorations. (Date llth
century A.D.).
101.   P. 5324           Kulpak,         IT H.         Bell  (with predominance of copper in it)   similar to
Nalgonda Dist.   9.5" Dia.         above but without any inscription.    Figures on cubi-
cal part above are:- Surya standing with lotus in each